BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 13th May, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

A Guttridge (Chairman)


J Cartwright


D Dempsey



D Drury


R Lester




R Lindsay


R Taylor



N Tye

Also Present:
Councillor Mrs J Antill (Suffolk County Council)


PCSO J Fudge (Suffolk Constabulary)


R Tudge (Taylor Made Joinery)



D Blackburn (Clerk)


Councillor Mrs J Cartwright, the Chair of the Parish Council for 2012/13, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present including Councillor Mrs J Antill who had been recently elected to serve as a member of Suffolk County Council. 

C1/13/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor P Cousins and also Councillor D Keane of Babergh District Council. 
C/2/13/14
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 2013/14 



On being proposed by Councillor Cartwright and seconded by Councillor Tye:
It was AGREED: That Councillor A Guttridge be elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing year.

Councillor Guttridge signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

C/3/13/14
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 2013/14







On being proposed by Councillor Cartwright and seconded by Councillor Tye:
It was AGREED: That Councillor Taylor be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing year.

Councillor Taylor signed a declaration of acceptance of office.
C4/13/14
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Councillor Guttridge declared a non-pecuniary interest by reason of being an employee of the County Council. Councillors Lester and Taylor declared non-pecuniary interests by reason of being members of the Sportsfield Management Committee.
C5/13/14
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C6/13/14
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The minutes of the meeting held on 8th April, 2013 were proposed by Councillor Cartwright, seconded by Councillor Tye and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C7/13/14
GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE


It was AGREED: That Councillors Guttridge, Cartwright, Cousins, Dempsey and Tye be appointed (and any subsequent changes in membership that are required be dealt with at a future meeting). 

C8/13/14
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES 2013/14


It was AGREED: That the following appointments be made for the ensuing year:

	Area of Responsibility
	Role
	Councillor

	Footpaths
	Portfolio
	D Dempsey

	Street Lights
	Portfolio
	R Taylor

	Wattisham Airfield Liaison
	Portfolio
	R Lester

	Roads and Traffic
	Portfolio
	R Lindsay

	Chamberlin Hall
	Representative
	A Guttridge

	Coronation Playground
	Portfolio
	P Cousins*

	Children’s Playground
	Representative
	P Cousins*

	P.C.C
	Contact 
	J Cartwright

	Baptist Chapel
	Contact
	P Cousins*

	TON Class Liaison Officer
	Contact
	Clerk

	King’s Pightle Pocket Park
	Representative
	R Taylor

	Sportsfield
	Representative
	D Drury


C9/13/14
POLICE REPORT
PCSO submitted a report which indicated that there had been one crime during the previous month. 
C10/13/14
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Mrs J Antill thanked Members of the Parish Council for their warm welcome and said that she was looking forward to representing the electorate of the local area including Bildeston. The budgetary pressures being faced by the County Council were highlighted. She referred to the traffic calming scheme that had been proposed by the Parish Council and offered to assist in setting up a meeting with representatives of County Highways to take the matter forward. 
C11/13/14
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH AND TRAFFIC CALMING

Councillor Tye reported upon the success of Community Speedwatch in the village over the previous 3 years. Equipment from the County Council’s portable VAS scheme had been deployed to support Community Speedwatch in recent weeks. A new coordinator was sought as Councillor Tye would be leaving the village shortly.
Councillor Lindsay circulated details of research he had undertaken which demonstrated the positive and continuing impact of a VAS in reducing the speed of vehicles in Chelsworth. It was noted that appropriate siting of VAS equipment was critical and in Bildeston, there were challenges to be overcome on Ipswich Road as officers from County Highways would only support the deployment of a VAS near the junction with Rotheram Road. Mr Tudge of Taylor Made Joinery addressed the meeting and committed £1500 towards the procurement of a VAS if it could be located higher up Ipswich Road going out of the village. He suggested that this could help to reduce the speed of vehicles before they passed the entrance to the company’s premises.
A site meeting would be important in progressing traffic calming measures and seeking to establish how a VAS could be placed on Ipswich Road at a location where it would have most impact. The Chairman summarised the discussion by stating that the Council supported the procurement and deployment of its own VAS equipment and also the implementation of traffic calming measures at the major entrances to the village. It had also requested Councillor Lindsay to investigate how the parish might participate in a pilot scheme to assess the impact of a 20mph speed limit. It was noted that a new County Council Cabinet Member for Highways had been appointed following the recent elections and this might create an opportunity for a fresh dialogue over a pilot 20mph scheme in the village.
C11/13/14    BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

There was no report on this occasion.
C12/13/14   SKATE PARK PROJECT
The Chairman reported that a positive meeting had been held between representatives of the Parish Council and the Skate Park Group. Modifications sought to the outline design had been considered. It was recommended that the Parish Council should contribute £5,000 in addition to the funding already in place because this would help deliver a larger structure with a flat area for less experienced users. The Clerk circulated a revised plan of the Skate Park incorporating a larger surface area.
It was AGREED: 
a. That the preferred bidder status be conferred upon 1skateparks for the construction of a concrete skate park;
b. That the Council allocates £5,000 towards the project with funds to be transferred from the General Reserve to the Skate Park Reserve;

c. That the Council recognises that it owns the risks of contingency should additional funding be required;

d. That the Clerk arranges a meeting on site with the preferred bidder at the earliest opportunity to be attended by a minimum of 2 members of the Council’s Skate Park Working Group; and
e. That the Clerk be authorised to issue an order for the works subject to the resolution of outstanding issues to the satisfaction of the Working Group.

C13/13/14
KINGS PIGHTLE PARK

An update was provide on funding sought by the Management Committee. It was identified that there would be an “Open Day” at the park on 23rd June, 2013.

 .C14/13/14   SPORTSFIELD UPDATE
Councillor Drury reported that the Annual General Meeting of the Sportsfield Committee had been successful in establishing a new Management Committee. Councillor Lester confirmed that outstanding bills were being dealt with and it was hoped to raise the profile of the Sportsfield by holding a village event on the afternoon of Sunday, 23rd June, 2013. Councillor Taylor suggested that the award of a grant of £500 to the Management Committee might be considered to help it cover its liabilities and deal with other immediate issues. The Council considered the short and medium term funding situation and felt that the award of a grant should be determined alongside other grant applications that had been received (see next item).
C15/13/14    GRANT APPLICATIONS

The Clerk submitted a report on the grant applications received and the history of grants awarded over the previous 5 years. The current balance in the Grants Reserve was £412.13.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the following grants be awarded:
Friends of Bildeston Surgery

£100

First Responders



£100

Helping Hands



£100
Sportsfield Management Committee
£500
b. That the above awards totalling £800 shall be funded from the Grants Reserve in the first instance and thereafter, the balance be met from the General Reserve. 
C16/13/14   CLERK’S REPORT


The Clerk referred to correspondence received from Cathy Bullen which provided an update on the running of the “Boule In”, a stall selling French bric a brac and garden furniture on an exhibition basis over 3 separate weeks in the year.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk responds on behalf of the Parish Council expressing its pleasure at the progress made by the enterprise and seeking a further update after the project has been running for 2 years.
C17/13/14
MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING


The Clerk reported that 2 bins had been ordered from Babergh District Council. Councillor Lester undertook to coordinate responses to the District Council’s community consultation exercise.

C18/13/14  
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2012/13


The Clerk reported upon the preparation of the final accounts and the annual governance statement. 

It was AGREED: That the following be approved by the Council:

a.   Final accounts summaries for the year ending 31st March 2013;

b.   Details of significant variances;

c.   Bank reconciliation for year ended 31st March 2013;

d.   Copy of section 1 of the annual return relating to the accounts; and

e.   Copy of section 2 of the annual return relating to the annual governance statement.

C19/13/14
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee


	Description
	Amount

	Suffolk Association of Local Councils
	Annual Subscription
	£341.00

	David Mann
	Installation of Bench at Kings Pightle
	£225.00

	Came and Company

Broker Network
	Annual Insurance Premium
	£1,564.24

	David Blackburn
	Clerk and RFO’s Pay
	£226.40


C20/13/14    PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation


There were no new applications to be considered at the meeting.


Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council

	Application Number:
	B/13/00280

	Location:
	3 Church Road, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7SA

	Proposal:
	Erection of single-storey rear extension

	Decision:
	Granted


	Application Number:
	B/13/00301

	Location:
	Christmas Hall, Market Place, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EN

	Proposal:
	Remove Leylandi

	Decision:
	Granted


C21/13/14   MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL


Councillor Lindsay reported that EFMS Ltd had confirmed that the wildflower meadow had been sown at the cemetery.
C22/13/14    PUBLIC SESSION


There were no matters raised.

C23/13/14
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

C24/13/14
LOCAL PARISHIONER’S ESTATE


An update was provided on the work undertaken by the General Purposes Committee.


It was AGREED: That a short statement be published in the next edition of “The Bugle”.

The meeting closed at 9.29pm

Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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